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RIB 2449. HANDMILLS

Handmills or querns were owned probably by every household in Roman Britain, for professional millers with
larger equipment were found only in the major towns and at some scattered watermills in the countryside. Few
querns, however, carry inscriptions; all but one of those recorded in this chapter come from military sites; but two
of them come from military vici rather than forts (RIB 2449.1 and 10), and these do not carry centurial symbols.

Jacobi’s study of handmills (Saalburg Jahrb. iii (1912), 75-95; compare L.A. Moritz, Grain-mills and Flour in
Classical Antiguity (1958), 116, 124) suggested that there were two sizes of military handmill: a smaller type,
diameter ¢. 400 mm, owned in common by each contubernium, and a larger one, diameter ¢. 660810 mm, owned
by the century as a whole; he quoted inscribed examples in support of this theory. The likely association between
each centurial barrack and a bread-oven in the intervallum (see L. Pitts and ]J.K. St. Joseph, Inchtuthil: The
Legionary Fortress (1985), 200) suggests that the centurial quern was used to grind flour for the main bread issue,
and that the querns of the contubernia may have been used for items of individual taste.

The inscribed querns listed in this chapter give little direct support to Jacobi’s conclusions. His example of a
quern owned by a contubernium at the Saalburg (loc. cit., 21 with Taf. V.40) was inscribed con(tubernium)
Brittoni, which suggests that contubernia, like centuries, were identified not by numbers but by the name of the
caput contubernii in charge. But RIB 2449.3 (Great Chesters) suggests that all the handmills in a century were
numbered as the property of that century rather than being named after individual contubernia. Of handmills of the
larger size (over 6oo mm in diameter), 2449.19 (Maryport) is labelled X2[. . .], which may indicate either the tenth
quern of the century of [. . .], or just possibly the tenth contubernium in that century. RIB 2449.18 (Maryport), of
the same diameter, also carries the numeral X, but the significance of the V on the circumference below it 1s not
apparent. RIB 2449.2 (Chesterholm), diameter ¢. 6oo mm, belonged to the century of Ad. . ., which supports
Jacobi’s theory; but others contradict it. RIB 2449.7 (M/C 42), owned by the century of Lucius, has a diameter of
only 330 mm, and 2449.8 (Chester), inscribed DNAEV]. . .] has a diameter of only 406 mm (but here the lacuna may
have removed other particulars). RIB 2449.4 (Holt), belonging to the century of Arab[. . .] (?), has a diameter of
only 430 mm. Another, not much larger, from Carlisle (2449.9) carried the number of its cohort as well as the title
of its century.

For a sandstone mortar labelled with the name of a century see RIB 2454.2, and for military bread-stamps, see
RIB 2409.3—7, g—11.

2449.1. Binchester (Vinovia), Durham. Fragment of  mendig lava (i), diameter ¢. 6oo mm, found in 1931
a handmill of Niedermendig lava (%), 270 by 200 mm, during excavations at the fort. Museum of Antiquities,
thickness go mm, found in 1979 outside the north Newcastle upon Tyne. Drawn by R.P.W._, 1942.
rampart of the fort. Bowes Muscu.m, Barngrd Castle. 9IRS xxii (1932), 227 No. 16. Birley, Arch. Ael.* ix (1932),
Drawn by R.S.0.T. from a rubbing supplicd by the 219.

Bowes Museum, 1979. incised on the upper surface: JAD

Britannia x (1979), 347 No. 19. (centuria) Adf(. . .)
incised on the circumference: AMMI[. . ] ‘Century of Ad. . .’
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2449.2. Chesterholm (Vindolanda), Northumber- Adiutor is the most likely name, but there are other possi-
land. Part of the upper stone of a handmill of Nieder- bilities.
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